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CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING & INSPECTION 

CEI ON THE SCENE 
AT THE HOUSTON 
SHIP CHANNEL
Julio Salinas, PE and Rick Kronenberger, PE 

LJA is providing Construction Engineering & Inspection 
services for the $570M reconstruction of the existing segmental 
4-lane bridge over the Houston Ship Channel with an 8-lane 
cable-stay bridge design that provides a larger opening for the 
operation of vessels. 

The new Houston Ship Channel Bridge cable-stayed main 
span structure features a free span of 1,320’ over the Houston 
Ship Channel and is the centerpiece of the overall program 
to widen the Sam Houston Tollway (East). The new bridge 
provides eight lanes for vehicular traffic and more than 187’ of 
vertical clearance for navigation, allowing future widening and 
deepening of the channel by the Port of Houston. The 514’ tall 
sculpted towers will result in a dynamic experience for drivers 
as they pass under the varying angles of each stay cable. 

LJA has been tasked with providing a full-time resident 
engineer - in addition to a full-time inspection crew - 
responsible for inspector assignments, plan reviews, cost 
control, and RFI responses; and construction inspection 
including daily monitoring, documenting, payment support, and 
issue escalation on multiple segments of the project including 
the north and south approaches and main-span towers. Recent 
work includes foundation for the North Tower (40 - 96” x 246’+ 
drilled shafts with mass placement footing), North Approach 
substructure and bridge deck, ancillary items necessary 
for construction including 1+ mile of fiber optic cable, and 
construction of the precast yard and buildings to be used to 
cast the segments of the main span.

ABOUT LJA CEI
We provide construction scheduling, management, and 
inspection services for streets, bridges, highways, drainage, 
pipeline, wet/dry utilities, and industrial projects. Engineering 
and construction services teams work seamlessly together to 
enhance project understanding, reduce delays, and ensure 
construction complies with specification requirements.
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STAYING 
CONNECTED
Todd Thurber, PE, Vice President

Direct Connect Interchanges are vital to every municipality 
and freeway system because they are the single largest 
mover of traffic. To put that into perspective, almost 
600,000 vehicles go through the IH 610 West Loop/IH 69 
interchange in Houston every day.  If for any reason they fail 
to work, traffic is adversely affected across an entire region.

LJA’s Transportation Sector has completed or 
is currently working on 14 Direct Connect (DC) 
Interchanges across Texas.
 
Direct Connect Interchanges consist of the most complex 
roadway, traffic control, drainage, and structural situations 
we face as Transportation engineers. For this reason, it 
is critical that our experience and expertise is perfectly 
delivered on every challenge when designing these projects. 

Interchange designs are a result of many factors—such as 
different bridge support structures and utilities needing to 
be placed on limited available real estate and land while 
the structures are being built. These restrictions result in 
long spans and special geometrical shapes. Extensive 
coordination is required from both an engineering 
and agency standpoint, but also a public and elected 
official perspective. Ideally, these interchanges need to 
be reconstructed without traffic interruptions while still 
guaranteeing the safety of the traveling public. Additionally, 
they are also the most expensive roadway segments, 
costing upwards of $300M for a single location. 

“LJA has a desire to make a difference in the 
communities we live and work in. Our employee-
owners take a lot of pride in what we do, and that 
reflects to our clients and in our projects.” 
~Dan Copps, PE, Senior Vice President.
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TRANSPORTATION continued

IH 610 NB to IH 69 SB Direct Connector
As part of the overall interchange reconstruction from IH 
610 Northbound to IH 69 Southbound, the project realigned 
the southbound IH 69 frontage road, and included retaining 
walls, sound walls, and pump stations. It consisted of long 
curved trapezoidal box beams and large diameter single 
shaft foundations, complicated traffic control, and regional 
detention upgrades to improve drainage throughout the 
area and improve safety at a previously deadly location. 

Tomball Tollway (SH 249)/SH 99 Direct Connect 
Interchange     
LJA provided bridge design for four new direct connectors 
including northbound/eastbound (NB/EB), northbound/
westbound (NB/WB), westbound/southbound (WB/SB) 
and eastbound/southbound (EB/SB). 

This was the first use of curved concrete spliced 
girders in the state of Texas.

Hardy Toll Road/SH 99 Seg G Direct Connect 
Interchange
LJA provided SCH and PS&E for four direct connectors, 
plus the widening of Riley Fuzzel overpass and sound walls 
at Dennis Johnston Park. LJA completed the plans in only 
seven months.

IH 35 Direct Connector from IH 35 SB to IH 410 SB 
The project improved mobility, operations, and safety 
of the interchange, including revising the existing ramp 
configurations on IH 35 in the proximity to the interchange.  
The greatest design accomplishment was converting a left 
exit from IH35 to IH410 to a right hand exit.  

IH 10 Connect 
LJA provided PS&E for proposed improvements at the 
IH 10/IH 110/US 54/US 62 interchange, consisting of 
additional direct connectors and ramps to improve mobility 
in the downtown El Paso area. LJA was responsible for 

illumination, landscape and aesthetics design, and bridge 
design for nine direct connects and mainlane bridges. LJA 
worked thoughtfully to design aesthetics that maintained 
the integrity of the adjacent neighborhood and historic 
Lincoln Park.

SH 99 Seg E Grand Parkway/US 290 Interchange
LJA provided PS&E for two direct connectors using 
long span curved steel plate girders and large diameter 
monoshaft foundations. It currently passes over UPRR/
US 290, however, the interchange was designed to be 
depressed under the UPRR in the future. 

LP 1604 SB to US 90 EB Direct Connector
As a part of the reconstruction from US 90 to Potranco, LJA 
provided SCH and PS&E to expand a 4-lane expressway, 
which included a southbound-to-eastbound direct connect.
We also planned for future interchange and freeway 
improvements. 

Unique lighting was installed to minimize effect 
on nighttime military training operations at 
nearby Lackland Air Force Base.

Hardy BW 8 
LJA provided program management, SCH, and PS&E for 
the design of new direct connect interchanges related to 
refining and developing the final design of the Hardy Toll 
Road (HTR) at Sam Houston Parkway (SHP) interchange.

ABOUT LJA TRANSPORTATION
LJA’s Transportation sector has been providing 
transportation planning and design services to TxDOT 
for over 30 years. LJA is TxDOT pre-certified and LGPP 
(Local Government Project Procedures) certified. Our 
transportation staff have worked on projects in all 25 
TxDOT Districts across the state providing comprehensive 
planning, corridor and route studies, schematic design, 
hydrologic and hydraulic analysis, structural bridge 
design, roadway design, and construction engineering 
inspection services. 

“These projects are so fulfilling because 
when they are completed, they are very 

visible monuments to the importance that 
public transportation plays in the daily lives 

of a city. They have a significant positive 
impact not only to the traveling public, but 

to the economic vitality of a region.“ 
~Todd Thurber, PE, Senior Vice President

Grand Parkway to 290 Direct Connect Interchange
Houston, Texas
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The Alligator Bayou Pump Station and current expansion 
is a critical component of the Jefferson County Drainage 
District #7’s (DD7) hurricane and coastal flood protection 
system. The Jefferson County DD7 covers 110 square-miles 
including the cities of Port Arthur, Groves, Nederland, and 
Port Neches, and unincorporated areas of Jefferson County. 
The DD7 oversees maintenance and operation of 281 miles 
of earthen and concrete lined ditches and outfalls, 36 
miles of levee and seawall, and 20 pump stations with a 
combined capacity of 8.2 million gallons per minute (gpm).

The Alligator Bayou Pump Station project is an innovative 
approach tointerior drainage pump stations designedfor 
the Orange CSRM and located within the same geologic 
and coastal setting. The pumping station is rated at 
1.5 million gpm (3,300 cfs) for interior drainage and to 
mitigate impacts of coastal flooding behind levees. The 
project encompasses modifications to existing levees and 
floodwalls, new levees and floodwalls, revetment and earth 
retention systems, erosion control, site access and levee 
crossing roadways, closure structures, a precast bridge and 
the pump station building. The pump station houses six 
250,000 gpm (550 cfs) rated pumps and associated piping, 
control valves and gates, primary and backup power, 
electrical and SCADA systems.

LJA provided complete project management, planning, 
investigations, surveying, site layout, detailed hydrology 

and hydraulics, civil, geotechnical, structural, mechanical 
and electrical engineering analyses and design, cost 
estimating, and developed plans and specifications. LJA 
also provided FEMA and TDEM grant coordination, USACE 
Section 408 permitting, and environmental investigations 
and clearances. A value engineering study was conducted 
at 60% design. The project has been successfully procured 
and construction is on schedule for completion in mid-
2020. LJA is currently providing construction management 
and inspection services for the project. A comprehensive 
project execution plan, quality management plan, safety 
plan, design analysis reports, plans and specifications, cost 
estimating for levees, floodwalls, intake, pump station, and 
other site improvements including a fuel storage building, 
and security systems.

Constructability challenges of building structures within 
coastal environment and adjacent to wide fluctuations 
in water levels required a temporary perimeter retention 
system to maintain the line of protection throughout the 
construction period. Stakeholders coordination included 
multiple local, state, and federal agencies, and local 
community representatives.

LJA supported the DD7 to leverage federal and state funding 
opportunities successfully expedited and secured the 
USACE Section 408 permit, and designed and competitively 
bid the project on schedule and within budget.

IN THE NEWS
This $62M project will nearly double 

water pumping capacity on 
Alligator Bayou in Jefferson County.

February 2020

FLOOD CONTROL & DRAINAGE

ALLIGATOR BAYOU PUMP STATION 
ROARS TO LIFE

Under construction

https://www.12newsnow.com/article/news/local/62m-project-to-nearly-double-water-pumping-capacity-on-alligator-bayou-in-jefferson-county/502-de7b11ce-909a-4ae7-a610-50931af0cfdd
https://www.12newsnow.com/article/news/local/62m-project-to-nearly-double-water-pumping-capacity-on-alligator-bayou-in-jefferson-county/502-de7b11ce-909a-4ae7-a610-50931af0cfdd
https://www.12newsnow.com/article/news/local/62m-project-to-nearly-double-water-pumping-capacity-on-alligator-bayou-in-jefferson-county/502-de7b11ce-909a-4ae7-a610-50931af0cfdd


Dr. John Grounds III, PE, D.WRE, CFM and Michael Rappold, EIT , CFM

In response to the devastation from Hurricane Harvey, the Harris County 
Engineering Department, with direction from the Commissioners 
Court, established the Recovery and Resiliency Division. One of the 
first actions of the department was to determine the potential reduction 
in flood risks from improvements to existing drainage infrastructure to 
increase our resiliency and shorten recovery from future flood events. 
Recommendations from these studies assisted in the prioritization of 
projects to move forward into design and construction. 

LJA was hired by Harris County to prepare Preliminary Engineering 
Reports for five subdivisions spanning the County. LJA developed 
drainage improvement recommendations, prepared and attended 
community outreach meetings, conducted detailed hydrologic and 
hydraulic analyses, and prepared cost estimates to assist Harris County 
in developing partnership agreements and facilitate grant applications 
for Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery Program 
Funding and other grant programs. Hydrologic analyses utilized Atlas 
14 100-year rainfall for 2D HEC-RAS modeling of overland flow paths. 
Channel improvements to FEMA studied streams used the Effective Flood 
Insurance Study HEC-RAS models for the 500-year event. Proposed 
infrastructure improvements included bridge replacements, regional 
detention ponds, storm sewer upgrades, channel widening, and street 
regrading to provide extreme event overflow paths.

ABOUT LJA FLOOD CONTROL AND DRAINAGE
If it involves H2O, we have the experts to collect, control, convey, channel, 
and construct it. With over 125 personnel dedicated to flood control, LJA 
covers Texas with comprehensive services for both public and private 
clients. LJA is a leader in flood control and flood risk management. Our 
personnel are highly respected locally, regionally, and nationally for their 
significant impacts in keeping people safe, communities strong, and 
environments protected. Reducing the risk of flooding and increasing 
resiliency is paramount to our analysis, design, and construction 
phase services from subdivision drainage to large channelization 
projects, levees, and regional detention ponds. We provide education 
for homeowners on the basics of floodplain management and lead the 
industry in the utilization of complex, two-dimensional hydraulic models, 
radar based rainfall, and LiDAR derived topography. 

FLOOD CONTROL & DRAINAGE

ASSISTING THE HARRIS COUNTY 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 
RECOVERY AND RESILIENCY DIVISION

09 10



SERVICES

• Drainage Master Planning and Design
• Conveyance Channels
• Pump Stations
• Detention/Retention Facilities
• Flood Plain Delineations and Hazard 

Area Mapping
• Flood Control Studies
• Dam and Levee Breach Analysis
• Levee FEMA Certification Evaluations
• US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

Rehabilitation and Inspection Program 
(RIP) Applications and Inspections

• Bridge & Hydraulic Structure Capacity 
and Scour Analyses

• Permitting and Compliance
• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
• National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA)
• Emergency Response Plans
• Hazard Mitigation Plans and Monitoring
• Environmental GIS/CADD Mapping
• Coastal Infrastructure 
• Disaster Recovery and Restoration
• Grant Funding Application and Program 

Management 
• Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 

(HMGP)
• Flood Mitigation Assistance Program 

(FMA)
• Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program 

(PDM)
• Community Development Block Grant 

Disaster Recovery Program (CDBG)
• Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA)
• Texas Water Development Board 

(TWDB)
• Feasibility Studies and Design Reports
• Construction Management
• Spill Prevention, Control and 

Countermeasures
• Drone LiDAR
• GIS
• ADCP Streamflow Measurements

Project Planning 
and Financing
Proper planning is a critical 
component to reducing the risk of 
future flooding. LJA staff is 
experienced in evaluating and 
developing long range plans for 
today and future generations. Our 
experience includes working with 
communities on evaluating various 
funding sources such as local bond 
programs as well as state and 
federal grant programs.

If it involves H2O, we have the experts to collect, control, 
convey, channel, and construct it. With over 125 personnel 
dedicated to flood control, LJA covers Texas with 
comprehensive services for both public and private clients. 

LJA is a leader in flood control and flood risk management. 
Our personnel are highly respected locally, regionally, and 
nationally for their significant impacts in keeping people safe, 
communities strong, and environments protected. 

Water is the most significant resource we have, and LJA is 
continuously leading the way to ensure its safety and 
stewardship, now and for future generations. 

FLOOD CONTROL & DRAINAGE

Hydrology & 
Hydraulics
Long-term drainage must consider 
social, economic, environmental, 
and aesthetic concerns while 
managing stormwater runoff to 
reduce the risks of flooding. Our 
hydrology and hydraulics team 
works internally with LJA project 
managers to provide drainage 
analyses and design for our land 
development clients.

Disaster Assistance 
(24/7 On-Call Service)
LJA engineers and trained responders 
work hand-in-hand with municipalities 
and their operators and staff to assist 
during disasters. Our proven “boots 
on the ground” response can help our 
Clients successfully manage the 
response to the disaster. Our services 
include forecasting and mapping 
assistance, facility inspections, 
emergency repair coordination, and 
real-time documentation and 
communication during a disaster.

Disaster Recovery
Successful recovery is a key step in 
preparing for the next natural or other 
disasters. LJA works with our clients 
and communities to document the 
specifics of each event and noting the 
successes and lessons learned. This 
information is critical in order to 
improve emergency response plans 
and determine potential projects to 
reduce the risks and impacts from 
future events.

Flood Control  
and Drainage
Reducing the risk of flooding and 
increasing resiliency is paramount to 
our analysis, design, and construction 
phase services from subdivision 
drainage to large channelization 
projects, levees, and regional 
detention ponds. We provide 
education for homeowners on the 
basics of floodplain management and 
lead the industry in the utilization of 
complex, two-dimensional hydraulic 
models, radar based rainfall, and 
LiDAR derived topography. 

Pre-Disaster 
Planning
Successful response and recovery 
from natural and other disasters 
begins with good preparation and 
planning. LJA provides communities 
and agencies with the knowledge 
and experience to identify needs 
and prepare in advance. From 
developing emergency response 
and Hazard Mitigation Plans to 
performing table top exercises, we 
work alongside you/communities to 
prepare for the next event.

Long Range Planning
Comfort, prosperity, and life itself 
depend directly on the availability      
of a fresh, safe, and reliable water 
source. LJA staff is experienced in 
evaluating and developing long range 
plans to ensure adequate resources 
for today and for future generations. 
We use state approved methods for 
forecasting water availability and 
reliability in conjunction with analysis 
of future population growth, industrial 
expansions, environmental protection, 
and recreational benefits.

Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plans
To comply with Phase 1 and Phase 2 
MS4 permits, our Certified 
Professionals in Erosion and Sediment 
Control (CPESC) give us the expertise 
to develop stormwater pollution 
prevention plans that comply with   
the Construction General Permit.    
Our CPESCs ensure that structural 
controls incorporated into each SWP3 
are effective and cost-efficient.

Public Works
LJA is a successful partner with 
cities, counties, drainage districts, 
and State Agencies in the repair 
and rehabilitation of aging 
infrastructure and design of new 
storm water systems. We can assist 
in obtaining grants for Drainage 
Master Plans, the design of storm 
sewers, bridges, culverts, open 
channels, detention ponds, roadway 
collection systems, and storm water 
lift stations.

River Authorities
We stand ready to assist Texas river 
authorities with dam operations, yield 
analyses, floodplain mapping, 
hydrologic and hydraulic modeling, 
erosion studies, amenity planning and 
design, dam break analyses, 
emergency action plans, and water 
distribution. We understand the 
complexities serving industrial, 
municipal, and agricultural customers 
all from the same open channel 
system to best meet the needs of all 
stakeholders.

Floodplain 
Management
We help the public and first 
responders understand their flood risk. 
We have prepared Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps and Letters of Map 
Change across the State of Texas. We 
design mitigation strategies to 
maintain the storage of flood waters 
and increased runoff from 
development creating flood-safe 
neighborhoods.
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David Baylor, SR/WA

Cotton Gin Road is a rural, 2-lane road in poor condition 
in a rapidly growing portion of Hays County. The roadway 
project consists of widening the road, improving drainage, 
and resolving several low water crossing issues. LJA 
assisted with the acquisition of replacement easement for 
displaced utilities. Right-of-way acquisition services were 
contracted in December 2019 for up to 65 parcels.

Offers on Phase I, consisting of 23 parcels, began in May 
2020 on the section with Texas GLO funding through a 
CDBG-DR grant. To date, apporximately 16 parcels have 
accepted offers and are headed to closing.  

With a significant portion of the landowners preferred 
language being Spanish, LJA’s Maria Beltran, R/W-RAC,     

a bi-lingual ROW Assistant Project Manager, has been very 
instrumental in handling any title issues and keeping all 
parties informed throughout the acquisition process. 

There will be several residential relocations on the 2nd 
phase of the project LJA will manage for the County. 
All offers are being made under the threat of eminent 
domain. At LJA, we are proud of our team’s perseverance 
and creative ability to resolve landowner objections and 
issues. While we are intent on acquiring all the right-of-way 
through negotiations, should they stall, whether through a 
disagreement on compensation or defects in title, we will 
begin the preparation of documents, pre-approved by Hays 
County’s attorney, necessary for timely eminent domain 
processing.

RIGHT-OF-WAY

23 14

LJA provided the following services:

• Project Management and Coordination
• Preliminary Title
• Appraisal and Appraisal Review
• Negotiation Services
• Title Curative Services
• Closing Services
• Preparation of Condemnation Package
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PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE

PEOPLE AND PROJECTS THAT DESERVE TO BE RECOGNIZED

15 16

ALI MOZDBAR PRESENTED WITH WALLACE E. EWELL AWARD 

The Intelligent Transportation Society (ITS) Texas Board of Directors presented Ali Mozdbar, LJA Engineering Senior Project 
Manager, with their Wallace E. Ewell Award. This award is not given every year, but only when the Board of Directors feels 
that someone has made exceptional contributions to moving ITS forward in Texas. 

The City of Fort Worth nominated Ali for a different award in recognition of his tireless efforts to advance the capabilities 
and the capacity of the traffic signal systems within the City of Fort Worth. However, the ITS Texas Board members, being 
familiar with Ali’s similar successes for the City of Cedar Park and the City of Austin over the past 25-plus years, agreed that 
the impacts he has made on these cities – along with the impact he has had on so many of his colleagues around the state – 
deserved their most prestigious honor.  

THE LYNCHBURG FERRY AWARDED ACEC TEXAS SILVER MEDAL

LJA was recognized by ACEC Texas as a Silver Medal Winner for Engineering Excellence for our innovative project, 
Lynchburg Ferry: Hurricane Harvey Emergency Repair for Harris County. The Engineering Excellence Awards Competition 
has been held by the American Council of Engineering Companies of Texas since its inception in 1975 to honor and 
recognize outstanding achievements within the engineering community. A distinguished panel of judges from around the 
state selected winning projects based on uniqueness, originality, technical, value to the engineering profession, complexity 
and how successfully the project met the needs of the client.

JEFF COLLINS RECOGNIZED AS TEXAS A&M DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI

Jeff Collins, PE (Texas A&M University Class of ’80) was recently honored as a 2019 Distinguished Alumni by the Zachry 
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Texas A&M University.

Jeff began a more than 40-year career in civil engineering after graduation from Texas A&M and now serves as the Executive 
Vice President on the board of directors for LJA Engineering, a large, multi-disciplinary firm that was named ENR TX & LA 
2019 Design Firm of the Year. From the beginning, he was inspired to build a firm that allows success and growth for both 
employee-owners and clients. He currently focuses on leading the Public Infrastructure Sector, which includes public works 
and transportation. [Read more on the Distinguished Alumni award.] 

“Jeff continually makes significant contributions to the profession of civil engineering. He has held numerous leadership 
roles in professional societies, advocacy groups, and community groups. Starting with being awarded Young Engineer 
of the Year with the Texas Society of Professional Engineers to holding leadership roles with the Houston Transportation 
Advocacy Group and the Houston chapter American Council of Engineering Companies. As Executive Vice President and 

Board Member of LJA Engineering, he has been instrumental in the company’s growth and success 
including the recognition of being #90 of the ENR Top 500 Design Firms in the nation and being part of 
the Aggie 100 including the #1 firm in 2018.” ~Daniel J. C. Copps III (Class of ‘83), Senior Vice President, 
Transportation

Earlier this year, Jeff and his wife Alicia (Class of ’82) established the Alicia ’82 and Jeff Collins ’80 
Scholarship to provide financial support to full-time students in good standing pursuing an undergraduate 
degree in civil engineering from Texas A&M University. [Read more on his and Alicia’s generosity.] 

“We are so proud of Jeff, his leadership, accomplishments, and philanthropy. He sets a great example and 
a very high bar. It is a privilege to know him and work with him.” ~Calvin T. Ladner (Class of ’80), President

Ali is pictured here receiving the Wallace E. Ewell Award at last month’s 
ITS Texas annual meeting. With Ali (L-R) is Tony Voigt – officers of ITS Texas. 

Jeff is pictured with his wife, Alicia, who together established the Alicia ’82 and 
Jeff Collins ’80 Scholarship earlier this year at Texas A&M University.

https://engineering.tamu.edu/news/2019/11/2019-distinguished-graduates-honored-at-annual-banquet.html
https://engineering.tamu.edu/news/2019/04/Collinses-establish-scholarship-in-civil-engineering.html
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WATCH OUR LATEST ECONOMIC FORECASTS:
WHAT TO EXPECT AFTER COVID-19
Courtney Brand

It is not an understatement to say that COVID-19 has altered any and every 
anticipated course of 2020, both personally and professionally. At LJA, we stay 
in close contact with Chief Economist, Dr. Mark G. Dotzour, for updates on 
what to expect and the best ways to navigate the impacts of the virus within 
our industries. On April 2, we hosted our first live, virtual webinar regarding our 
current and future economic indicators. What we heard gave us small glimmers 
of hope. Then, on June 11, we brought him back again for a deeper dive into what 
we are up against now that more information is available. 

We are a few months out from his predictions, but several seem to be coming to 
light. The best of them are: 
• More demand for open spaces in suburban areas, as well as smaller towns 

near urban Metro areas
• Mortgage refinancing rates as low at 2.5%
• COVID-19 has amped up home purchases, as 39% of urban dwellers said it 

has prompted them to consider leaving the cities to less crowded areas
• US economic trajectory expected to turn positive in Q3

If you have any questions, please contact James Ross, PE, Senior Vice President 
at jross@LJA.com or Courtney Brand, Events Manager at cbrand@LJA.com. We 
are all looking forward to better days ahead and “what to expect after COVID-19.” 

The master planned community of Bridgeland led the 
Houston area market with 734 home closings in 2019 
and continues with a strong pace in 2020. Located 
in northwest Harris County, Bridgeland covers 11,400 
acres in the Cypress area along Cypress Creek south 
of US 290. With a mixture of single-family, retail, 
and commercial land use and an immaculate park 
and trail master plan woven in, the master planned 
development is approximately 30 percent developed. 

LJA has performed land planning services for 
Bridgeland Development, LP since 2011 including 
refining the overall master plan for Bridgeland, 
neighborhood design of Parkland Village with over 
3150 lots, parks and trails master plan, and the design 
of two parks. Planning work continues with the next 
two villages, Prairieland (9,150 units) and Creekland 
(3,500 units). The initial neighborhoods are scheduled 
for 2021.

LJA’s Land Development sector has begun 
engineering design services for Bridgeland’s 
Creekland Village, consisting of 2,095 acres in the 
northwestern area of Bridgeland. The land is north 
of Cypress Creek and west of the Grand Parkway.  
Design is underway on the first four residential 
sections totaling 309 lots, major thoroughfare access 
along Jack Road, and sanitary sewer lift station.   

ABOUT LJA LAND DEVELOPMENT
LJA has been a leader in land development engineering 
and consultation throughout Texas for over 48 years. 
We have long been recognized for providing innovative, 
yet functional, designs with aesthetic appeal that allows 
our developer/builder clients to successfully market 
their products to the public. Our experience enables 
us to accomplish aggressive deadlines and assist our 
clients in maximizing return on investment.

BRIDGELAND 
EXPANDS

Alan McKee, PE and Donnie Reed, PE

Click here to 
see the latest 
Economic 
Forecasts:

April 2 Webinar 
– What to Expect 
After COVID-19

June 11 Webinar 
– Navigating 
COVID-19

mailto:jross%40LJA.com?subject=
mailto:cbrand%40LJA.com?subject=
https://www.lja.com/economic-update-what-to-expect-after-covid-19/ 
https://www.lja.com/economic-update-what-to-expect-after-covid-19/ 
https://www.lja.com/economic-update-what-to-expect-after-covid-19/ 
https://www.lja.com/navigating-covid-19/ 
https://www.lja.com/navigating-covid-19/ 
https://www.lja.com/navigating-covid-19/ 


WE HAVE SPECIAL 
EXPERTISE FOR 
SPECIAL DISTRICTS.
LJA has over 48 years of experience working with municipalities and special funding 
districts and is a leader in special district creation and management. 

We specialize in consultation and strategic implementation of special districts such 
as Municipal Utility Districts (MUDs), Levee Improvement Districts (LIDs), Municipal 
Management Districts (MMDs), Public Improvement Districts (PIDs), Public Utility 
Districts (PUDs), and Tax Increment Reinvestment Zones (TIRZs). 

LJA is the District Engineer for over 200 special districts across Texas, with a strong 
focus on water resources and drainage. During events and disasters, we are on the 
ground, standing shoulder to shoulder with the District and their operator to manage 
and mitigate damage to District facilities, homes, and businesses.

24/7
We live and work in the communities we serve.
We are committed to responsiveness.
We believe in relationships for life.
We will be there for you.

LJA is the most trusted
name in engineering.

Working with over 200 special districts,

MUD • LID • MMD • PID • PUD • TIRZ • WCID • FWSD 



Your Consultants
It soon becomes obvious that one of the advantages 
of implementing our GIS District Web Services is the 
efficiencies that arise. It is extremely important and 
beneficial to “know your district” and have access to your 
projects in the board room, in your office, and in the field.  

These in itself are time savers and essential 
in success, but when you engage your other 
consultants - allowing them access to your 
information - efficiencies start to pile up.  

The field location services are available for your operator to 
locate physical items in the field or download appropriate 
water design plans. Common area maintenance reserves, 
based on easement information, can be shared with your 
landscapers or used when bidding costs and utility and lot 
layouts can be shared with planners for future activities.  

NEW APP FOR DISTRICT WEB SERVICES
Our GIS Team has recently launched an application 
serving our district and development clients and is once 
again leading the industry in innovation. LJA’s “GIS District 
Web Services” are deployed to ease operations for your 
entire district or development with combined web access, 
easy tools, and the ability to include the entirety of your 
consultants.

LJA’s GIS District Web Services provide a simple and single 
location for utilities, design/construction plans, project 
information, and ownership and easement records - all 
mapped to ease location, searching, and access.  

With authentication roles (username and password), each 
district and user gains access to their water, sanitary, and 
drainage infrastructure, and can immediately view and 
download supporting construction plans, easements, and 
deed information.

GIS

Know your District
As you engage in your district activities, it becomes 
extremely important to maintain organization and an 
understanding of project information and growth.  Our 
GIS District Web Services provides a simple interface for 
our clients to navigate through their development, view 
project activities, and become involved in their mapped 
infrastructure.  Our clients can view and download 
documents directly from the web-based map or use our list 
tools to easily move from one project section to the next.

Meeting, Office, and Field Tool
The web-based GIS application is available through any 
internet connection. The application is used during board 
meetings to relay ongoing or future projects, used from 
offices to retrieve and investigate ownership and easement 
information, and of course used in the field to locate valves, 
lines or download plans.

Data sharing can also come directly from your other 
consultants. Operators can provide monthly maintenance 
or repair items; security patrols can provide engagements; 
and landscapers can provide mowing activities.  

ABOUT LJA GIS
As the underlying technology fueling GIS (geographic information 
system) continues to expand, our team maintains a premier edge 
and has mastered the best way to gather, manage, and utilize these 
powerful points of data for our clients. We have developed applications 
in use by some of the most prominent organizations in the region and 
provide assistance with daily mapping, project support, aerial and 
data delivery, and project organization of assets and documents. LJA’s 
suite of proprietary and exclusive tools, LUKE®, MS4web 2.0™ , and 
Discovery™ are at the ready to assist our clients. For a demonstration 
or further information on our GIS District Web Services, please contact 
George Culver, Director of GIS, at (713) 953-5032.
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Jim Wiegert, PE and Kevin Kessler, PE

Rolling V Ranch is a 3,600-acre master-planned development 
currently underway near the City of Rhome and the City of 
Newark in Wise County, Texas and supports the rapid growth 
seen north of Fort Worth in recent years. 

The development will feature multiple separately marketed 
master-planned communities with over 10,000 homes and 
800 acres of open space and parks, making it one of the 
larger residential developments in North Texas. Rolling V 
Ranch will also feature a range of other land uses to benefit 
the region such as multifamily, retail, commercial, medical, 
educational, and municipal sites.

LJA representatives have assisted in conceptual planning, 
boundary and topographic survey, environmental 
assessments, preliminary civil design and feasibility, 
regional Water and Wastewater infrastructure modeling and 
coordination, and Water Control and Improvement District 
management and division. 

LJA is currently wrapping up preliminary engineering, and the 
first phase of design will begin shortly. Homes will be ready  
in 2022.

ABOUT LJA LAND DEVELOPMENT 
DISCOVERY™ SERVICES
A big picture process that analyzes properties using a state-
of-the-art investigative process developed exclusively by LJA 
experts. This process utilizes a GIS database and access to 
LJA’s substantial arsenal of experts in civil, transportation, 
and hydrology & hydraulics to provide key information on 
a property and its suitability for development. This LJA 
proprietary system takes GIS to the next level and makes 
it an essential tool in evaluating sites for potential land 
development, accomplish aggressive deadlines, and assist 
our clients in maximizing return on investment.

NORTH TEXAS LAND DEVELOPMENT
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DEVELOPMENT HAS 
STARTED TO ROLL 
ROLLING V RANCH, WISE COUNTY, TEXAS
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NAVIGABLE WATERS PROTECTION RULE

David Sherrill, Vice President

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

On June 22, the Corps of Engineers and EPA began 
enforcing and implementing nationwide new 
wetland regulations known as the Navigable Waters 
Protection Rule. The rule should be good news for 
development since it is clearly a step back from the 
current “status quo” Rapanos Guidance that the 
Corps has been using. However, we need to see 
how the Corps district offices interpret certain 
aspects of the regulation, particularly in the field, 
because the new rule is vague and introduces 
new criteria that we are not sure how will be 
interpreted. Also, similar to the 2015 Obama 
WOTUS Rule, it will more than likely be 
challenged legally and might be back in court, 
and if history repeats itself, then the Corps 
will probably revert back to using the current 
“status quo” rules while the legal battle 
works its way through the system. One of 
the legal challenges was recently denied in 
California, so the rule so far has withstood 
legal challenges.
 
Here are some key points that you need 
to know:

•  Ephemeral tributaries are no longer 
jurisdictional.  What we are not sure 
of is how the Corps is going to 
decide in the field which tributaries 
are intermittent ( jurisdictional) vs. 
ephemeral (non-jurisdictional). 
They have introduced a term called 
“typical year” that depending 
upon how that is interpreted 
will play a major factor in 
making determinations. In the 
meantime, if a given stream 
channel is not mapped on the 

USGS as a dashed blue line then it is likely too small 
and thus ephemeral but again we will need to hear 
from the Corps on exactly how they are going to make 
this determination.
•  Jurisdictional Wetlands are wetlands that are 
touching or abuting a water of the U.S. and/or it is 
subject to inundation from flooding during a “typical 
year.” The term “typical year” being defined as 
precipitation within a normal periodic range for a 
geographic area based on a rolling 30 year period 
excluding extreme drought or wet years. It is not clear 
whether they are going to use floodplain maps, which 
rainfall data will they use, what size event, how will 
they decide which wet or dry years to exclude, etc to 
assert jurisdiction. Under “status quo”, the Galveston 
District has used the FEMA 100-year floodplain to 
regulate wetlands within the floodplain.  Under the 
Trump WOTUS Rule, the Corps Galveston District has 
indicated that they will likely no longer use the 100-
year floodplain and that some of the wetlands that 
were regulated under “status quo” may no longer be 
regulated under the new rule.  
•  Now that the rule is in effect, similar to the way it 
was in 2015 under the Obama rule, it may take a while 
(i.e. 6+ months) before the local Corps field offices 
decide exactly how they are going to enforce and 
make determinations based upon the new regulation.
•  The rule will likely be challenged legally. The Obama 
WOTUS rule was sued 6 weeks after the effective date 
and a “stay” was issued. If something like this happens 
again, then we will likely roll back to the current “status 
quo” regulations while it is fought over in court.
•  Last, if there is a change in the administration due 
to the November national election, expect action to be 
taken to begin reversing this regulation and restoring 
components of the Obama WOTUS regulation since 
the EPA director is appointed by the President and can 
overrule the Corps on jurisdictional determinations.
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LJA Engineering and LJA Environmental 
Services have arrived in Oklahoma! 

Our new Tulsa office is located at 321 S. Boston, Suite 300, 
74103 and headed by Stephanie Rainwater. Stephanie 
has many roles right now, including Project Manager and 
Business Development for both LJA Environmental Services 
and Horizon Environmental Services, pursuing more work in 
midstream pipeline, transportation, and tribal markets.

She brings over 11 years of experience in natural resources 
permitting, including threatened and endangered species 
habitat assessments; jurisdictional waters/wetlands 
determinations and delineations; soil and water sampling; 
and biological assessments. Stephanie’s knowledge of 
project management, permitting, and agency coordination, 
along with her proximity to the Oklahoma USFWS & USACE 
offices, provides an asset to the Horizon team. 

Her areas of expertise include: 
-The American burying beetle (ABB) 
-USACE “Waters of the US” determinations and delineations 
-Phase I Due Diligence assessments 
-Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWPPP) 
-Bird/bat mortality surveys 

Stephanie is active in the Environmental Federation 
of Oklahoma, Natural Gas and Energy Association of 
Oklahoma, and Tulsa Pipeliners. 



Bill Worsham, PE

LJA was contracted by LCRA to develop and implement 
design alternatives to protect the riverbank adjacent to the 
Garwood River Plant from further erosion caused by flood 
waters near Eagle Lake, Texas.

Erosion at the project site adjacent to irrigation in-take 
pipes was caused from several recent flooding events and 
exacerbated by Hurricane Harvey. Initial site analysis and 
design concepts were developed to protect the riverbank 
in front and up-stream of the plant. A combination of 
protection methods was designed to prevent further bank 
erosion primarily due to rapid drawdown conditions.

Design of a cantilevered sheet pile structure, rip rap 
bulkhead toe protection, and riverbank stabilization 

utilizing both stone riprap and concrete mattresses were 
incorporated.

LJA provided the following services:

• Detailed analysis of riverbank evolution to determine 
design criteria

• Conceptual design of erosion control structures
• Geotechnical
• Slope stability analysis
• Sheet pile drivability analysis
• Federal and State Regulatory Compliance assistance
• Final design of best concepts
• Generate construction documents
• Bid and Construction Phase services/oversight

COASTAL ENGINEERING

“I want to sincerely thank you and your team for the excellent support to LCRA Garwood River Plant Hurricane 
Harvey Damage Repair project. You delivered a very practical and economical solution to the challenging situation 
within budget and ahead of the schedule. You provided clear and close communication with LCRA internal team 
and were very responsive to LCRA’s comments and inputs. I was very impressed by the way you handled the 
geotechnical investigation. When the driller encountered a hard layer above the proposed final elevation, you 
informed LCRA in a timely manner and saved the project $27K and 4 weeks based on preliminary global stability 
analysis. You provided outstanding engineering support during construction through submittal approvals and RFI 
responses. The facility owner and operators have been impressed by the completed project and have expressed 
their appreciation to your support during many meetings with me. Thanks again for all your support and we look 
forward to working with you team again.”
 
~Lower Colorado River Authority
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“OUTSTANDING ENGINEERING SUPPORT”
RIVERBANK EROSION CONTROL IN COLORADO COUNTY, TEXAS
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phase to expanding this program and mentorship , our 
work with Klein is really only beginning.

LJA Surveying will continue to be involved in Career Days, 
Job Shadowing, Internships, and Instructional opportunities 
with the Geospatial Engineering and Land Surveying 
program.“ ~Heather Sides, Vice President

This year, we were also able to work with 
the TEA to get this program recognized by 
the state so other schools can start the 
program in their locations. 

We recently hosted a job shadowing day for these students 
with special speakers and hands-on activities to showcase 
our amazing profession. Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered and played a part in making this day possible. 
The kids - and let’s be honest, we did too - had a blast!

LEADING THE NEXT GENERATION
LJA Surveying has a long-standing commitment to the 
Klein ISD Survey & Mapping program. Heather Sides, Vice 
President, was instrumental in helping this school get a 
survey program started.

“I have been on the CTE (Career & Technical Education) 
Advisory Board at Klein ISD for years. As they learned 
about our profession, we have been able to setup a 
program at Klein Collins High School where students will 
be able to graduate high school with an Associate’s Degree 
and be certified as a CST – Level 1 (Certified Survey 
Technician). We have partnered with NSPS (National 
Society of Professional Surveyors) to be able of offer these 
students a discounted rate for the exam registration.

I have enjoyed working with Klein ISD and TSPS Chapter 
9 to support this initiative. As we move from the start-up 

LJA SURVEYING 
IS READY FOR 
WHAT’S NEXT, 
WHATEVER IT 

TAKES!

A CONVERSATION 
WITH BEN AND 
CAMERON LOWE
SECOND-GENERATION SURVEYORS

SURVEYING SURVEYING 

Ben: Cam and I are both second-generation Surveyors. 
Our Dad got licensed back in 1993, and Cam and I were 
born in 1990. He was starting up his business when we 
were kids. We watched him do something he loved. He 
never pushed it on us, but watching him do what he loved 
and the appeal of being outdoors and the math involved 
with surveying was what drew me in. I love the projects 
and going from a raw piece of land all the way to as-builts. 
That’s what I love about it.

Cameron: The biggest thing I love about surveying are the 
people. They make it great. We are all cut from different 
cloth. It’s a constant changing environment. It’s fast 
paced and just so many broad aspects to it. We are the 
next generation, and to have our company support us as 
young professionals, it’s crucial. I can’t put into words how 
grateful I am.  

Ben: One of my favorite tasks was working on boundary 
surveys, going off the old deed and trying to retrace the 
foot steps of the first surveyor when you dig two feet down 
and find that iron pipe or that axel - whatever it is you are 
looking for. It’s super rewarding, and it’s always nice just 
to think that, hey maybe, 100 years ago there was a survey 
crew party that was right here setting this in the ground.

I want to give a shout out to my Dad for inspiring us to 
be the best surveyors we can be. Also Heather Sides and 
other co-workers who are good mentors to us. We have 6 
RPLS just in our office alone. Its so nice to have them to 
look up to. LJA surveying is a phenomenal company. They 
have been very good to my brother and I, so we are very 
blessed in this profession.   

ABOUT LJA SURVEYING
Please visit LJASurvey.com.

Ben and Cameron Lowe are pictured with their father, Scot Lowe, Surveying 
Manager of the LJA Deer Park office.

This excerpt is taken from the “Surveyor Says!” podcast, 
of which the entirety can be heard here.

WATCH THE VIDEO.

http://LJASurvey.com
http://LJASurvey.com
https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-z25dc-d18e34?utm_campaign=u_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=u_share
https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-z25dc-d18e34?utm_campaign=u_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=u_share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Lj0KHjnhU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Lj0KHjnhU8


#SHEBUILDS

LEARNING AND LEADING

LJA unveiled the first event of our new #SheBuilds series 
in January, where we hosted 50 women for an intimate 
conversation with Lynne Humphries, Partner of Allen 
Boone Humphries and Robinson, LLP. Understanding 
how important fostering relationships among women 
in our industry is, LJA took it a step further to bring 
them together for a few hours of empowerment and 
encouragement. Lynne shared her personal story 
of success and valuable insight with the women 
in the room on building a path of their own, 
both personally and professionally. The guests 
mingled, shared drinks and inspiring stories while 
networking with new faces. 

#SheBuilds was thought of and brought to 
life by a handful of women leaders in LJA’s 
Marketing and Land Development groups. 
Together, they have created meaningful 
relationships and valuable friendships 
amongst each other and wanted to 
produce an environment for others 
to do the same. The first #SheBuilds 
event was a huge success. 

In the future, we are planning to host 
more #SheBuilds events each year 
with featured speakers, along with 
smaller events curated for this 
particular group. 

If you are interested 
in attending our next 
event, please contact 
Courtney Brand at 
cbrand@LJA. com
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We can’t wait to see you at 
our next #SheBuilds event!
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LJA RISING STARS

LEARNING AND LEADING
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Several of our up-and-coming leaders have been nominated 
for Rising Star Awards this year. To us, they are all winners. 

Amanda Carriage, PE
Land Development
Amanda is a Vice President 
in Land Development at 
LJA. She transitioned 
from Hydrology & 
Hydraulics to become 
the lead engineer on 
a large master planned 
community, doing so 
with over 10 Districts, 
a LID, and a Management 
District at that point in her career.

 As her group and responsibilities have grown, she has 
remained humble and grounded, serving her team in 
whatever role is needed to train and mentor. Her loyalty 
and dedication to not only her projects, but helping others 
within the company, are an amazing asset that is hard to 
find. She is a true testament to leading by example.  

She gets high praise from her clients too. “Amanda is a 
dedicated professional who demands excellence in all she 
does. She excels in her role leading a large team of talented 
individuals while remaining hands on at all times. She leads 
a team on one of the top Master Planned Communities 
in the greater Houston area, Sienna Plantation, and 
ensures the developer as well as the builders who buy 
lots from the developer, like myself, get a top notch 
property that customers can’t wait to call home. On top of 
her busy schedule she still makes time to mentor young 
engineers and contribute to other outreach projects and 
events. Her positive can-do attitude, years of experience, 
professionalism and dedication to her job make her an 
asset to any project she works on.” -Shannon Wiesepape, 
Meritage Homes

Micah Kreikemeier, PE
Land Development
Coming from a competitive background, Micah has found 
a way to be very effective in tackling every challenge and 
finding a way to win, no matter how small or large the task 
may be. In keeping with his motto “Stay Focused on the 
Process, Compete Every Day,” Micah strives to make LJA 
better. This includes learning new processes and methods 
while sharing his knowledge and experience with his 
teammates to allow for his fellow employee-owners to grow 
within their own careers. Micah puts his team first and does 
his best to offer up his talents so that everyone can excel. 
Although one of our youngest Project Managers, Micah 
has dived into his career headfirst, showing his expertise, 
professionalism, and enthusiasm to excel.

Micah is currently the Project Manager and District 
Engineer for The Woodlands Hills subdivision, a 2,000-
acre master planned community located north of Conroe 
providing 4,000 single family homes at final build out. The 
project has several different watersheds with topography 
changing 120’ vertically. He has also assisted with the final 
two phases of The Woodlands Waterway, a project that’s 
spanned 20+ years and has two different water levels with 
a 9’ vertical difference, and both pedestrian and trolley 
access. This Waterway is one of the most significant 
projects in Texas and is nationally recognized. 

Micah is the Vice President on 
the Brazoria County MUD No. 
31 Board of Directors and 
has served for the past two 
years. 

Christopher Mundie, PE
Transportation 
As a Vice President in our Transportation division, Chris 
brings over a decade of experience in the engineering and 
management of transportation projects for TxDOT and 

other local agencies and municipalities 
throughout the Texas area. Chris 

has spent his entire career 
working for various TxDOT 
Districts across the state 
while also working with toll 
road authorities and local 
Houston municipalities and 

agencies. His increasingly 
diverse experience that includes 

planning, traffic, environmental, and 
public involvement allows him to shine as a 

Transportation Project Manager. His track record of success 
has broadened his client base, expanding into different 
regions throughout Texas including Houston, San Antonio, 
Waco, Bryan, Odessa, Pharr, and Laredo. 

One of his major projects was the IH 610 at IH 69 
Interchange. Chris served as Deputy Project Manager for a 
segment of this urban interchange reconstruction between 
two of the most congested freeways in Texas that total nearly 
600,000 vehicles each day. He solved complex design issues 
that reduced required ROW, improved drainage in an area 
flooded by Hurricane Harvey, and minimized impacts to 
the public. Chris’ focus with local agencies to coordinate a 
future Bus Rapid Transit along with major events such as the 
2017 Super Bowl was key to improving mobility through the 
Uptown Houston Region.

Chris has been an active member and supporter of 
American Society of Engineers, and he has also been the 
Transportation Division Technology Chair.

Brian T. Edwards, PE
Land Development 
Brian joined LJA as a Project Manager in the Summer of 2013 
with the desire of becoming involved in the development 
of new communities. His prior engineering experience was 
primarily focused in the operations of large water utility 
districts. It didn’t take long into Brian’s career for those 
around him to recognize his remarkable talent and aptitude. 
His ability to understand and consistently incorporate his 
project and client needs in an extremely complex web of 
integrated systems is unmatched. A testimony of his talent is 
given by one of his clients, who describes Brian as “the best 
project manager I’ve ever worked with.”

One of Brian’s highlighted accomplishments thus far is 
managing the Pomona development, which is a 1,000-acre 
master planned community in northern Brazoria County.
In 2016, Brian’s ability to effectively 
develop and lead project teams 
led to his promotion to Senior 
Project Manager. While 
working on the Pomona 
development, Brian 
has developed strong 
working relationships 
with regulatory agencies 
including the City of Manvel, 
Brazoria Drainage District 
No. 4, Brazoria County, and the Gulf 
Coast Water Authority. While also working closely with the 
developer, Brian has been able to come up with solutions 
that benefit the Pomona development, as well as the entities 
involved. Brian has been the project manager for Pomona 
since the beginning and the fifth phase is currently in design.

Brian became president of Fort Bend County MUD No. 229 
in January of 2020, where he manages the district in the best 
interest of its residents.



LEARNING AND LEADING continued

17 3635

Justin A. Schrader, PE
Site Development 
Justin demonstrates a 
tremendous leadership 
ability, which pivots on 
empowerment and 
support. He strives to 
provide a foundation 
for his team that allows 
them to make proper 
technical design and 
project management decisions, 
resulting in the success of complex and varied project types. 
While providing a balance of structure and direction, Justin 
regularly receives an exceptional level of group performance. 
His team always goes the extra mile without hesitation due to 
the team culture he has developed and sustains. 

Justin is involved as the Senior Project Manager on all 
projects for his team. These projects range from small, 
temporary facilities for various school districts, to large, 
complex, multi-phased mixed-use developments. Some of 
his projects include retail, hospitality, multi-family, industrial, 
warehouse, townhome, and educational. These projects, 
regardless of size or budget, are approached by his team with 
the utmost care. He treats all projects with equal importance 
and significance. The team Justin has built understands and 
is proud of their critical role in helping owners successfully 
complete their projects. 

He is particularly proud of stepping up to help lead the 
Downtown Houston branch of the American Society of 
Safety Professionals. The branch was in danger of closing 
its memberships without an officer panel in place. Justin 
volunteered as Co-Chair in order to keep valuable learning 
opportunities possible for the diverse membership roster that 
represents companies throughout downtown Houston.

Josh Shaver, PE
Energy 
In only two and a half years, Josh has grown from leading 
one individual to a group of six engineers and designers 
servicing clients on various oil, gas, and NGL projects in 
station, pipeline, and terminal facilities. His abilities to address 
the quick, changing demands of clients and manage a 
distributed, flexible team allow him to successfully execute 
his projects. He pays close attention to his employee’s needs 
and works diligently to develop schedules that allow them 
to maximize their ability to produce quality work, even if it 
means making himself available at any hour of the day to 
answer questions and complete reviews. This dedication 
to his staff has led to a high level of execution, which has 
repeatedly brought clients back to LJA for their project needs. 

Clients look to Josh to 
provide a one-stop shop 

for a variety of complex 
elements in their projects. 
These projects consist 
of the construction of 

approximately 16 miles of 
8” pipeline and 6 miles of 

6” pipeline in two locations, 
along with three receipt/delivery 

meter stations to add to the backbone of an existing 70+ mile 
pipeline network that delivers product feedstocks to various 
processing plants.

Josh has his license and has worked on projects across 15 
states. He is a member of American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers and the Gas Machinery Research Council. He is 
a co-author and contributor to the efforts of re-writing API 
11P, a currently discontinued standard covering requirements 
of high-speed reciprocating compressor packages, which 
are the most common compressor package purchased and 
installed in today’s market.

Kane Mudd, PE
Land Development 
Kane specializes in and manages Single-Family Land 
Development in the Greater Houston area. Kane’s first project 
was in the City of Pearland’s Extra Territorial Jurisdiction, 
known as Lakes of Savannah. This master-planned community 
was intentionally crafted to offer retreat from big-city life 
and will be home to over 3,600 families. Additional projects 
followed, including Fairwater, a 200-acre development in the 
City of Conroe, ETJ, and Montgomery County. Kane’s ability to 
effectively manage client expectations and workload has led to 
many new projects for LJA, including Mill Creek Estates. 

Kane has routinely stepped forward and assisted in work 
for several Municipal Utility Districts (MUD), and a Levee 
Improvement District (LID) within Fort Bend County. 
After Hurricane Harvey, Fort Bend County LID No. 7 has been 
making several significant improvements to detention and 
pumping within the District. 

Kane is also the District Engineer for three districts in the 
greater Houston area. Providing services for Special Districts 
has been the bread and butter of LJA and has gained LJA a 

reputation as the sought-after firm 
to represent new and existing 

MUDs. Kane is proud to 
represent LJA and carry on 
our exemplary reputation 
in this particular area of 
expertise.

Within public service, Kane is 
involved in the Association of 

Water Board Directors (AWBD). 
Kane is also an avid cyclist who has 

used his hobby to help raise money for National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society. Kane has ridden in five MS Society bike 
rides in both Dallas and Houston.

The level of talent 
and dedication shown 

here is unmatched 
in the industry. 

We are so proud of their 
nominations and so 

glad they are working 
with us at LJA.



It is really happening.

After 26 years at 
2929 Briarpark, 

our Houston office has 
MOVED!

Visit us at our new 
Houston location:

3600 W Sam Houston Parkway S
Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77042

713.953.5200
AND MORE GOOD NEWS...

LJA recently consolidated 
into our new Dallas office: 

6060 N Central Expy 
Suite 740
Dallas, TX 75206

469.621.0710

LJA has 36 offices and 
1,200 employee-owners 
across Texas, Florida, 
and Oklahoma, ready 
to serve you where you 
(and we!) live and work.

Houston office        Dallas office



WISHING YOU A
HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS

REMAINDER OF 2020!

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

http://www.lja.com

