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LJA CONTINUES TO GROW 
2018 was a great year! We added 250 people to the LJA family, and we continued to improve on 
services and grow our capabilities. We added offices in Central Texas, Corpus Christi, and Fort 
Worth. 

LJA has expanded our Land Development sector to North Texas (Dallas, Fort Worth, and 
Arlington). This land division will total 50 people by the end of the month. 

LJA continues to be at the forefront of Land Development and Public Infrastructure in Texas, 
providing support to both public and private clientele as they (and we) build civilization.

Thank you!

Our success in 2018 is a direct reflection on you, the employees and clients of LJA. Without you, 
we would not be who we are or where we are. Thank you for your support and years of trust. 
We look forward to the next milestone, building civilization, and creating better lives for staff, 
clients, and communities. 

Our success is a direct reflection 
on you, the employees and 

clients of LJA.

Calvin Ladner, PE
President and CEO
LJA Engineering

Letter 
from the 
President
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Land Development in the Greater Houston area looks 
very strong as we enter into 2019.

Dr. Mark Dotzour presented his fall economic forecast, 
and he indicated that he feels bullish on the Houston 
economy and cited past history to predict that we 
should see three to five years of continued strong 
growth in the single-family housing market. He even 
indicated that the Houston area is in a “boom” type 
development period.

In another economic forecast presented by David 
Jarvis of John Burns Real Estate Consulting, David 
indicated that the Houston economy would remain 
strong for the next several years and that rental 
housing developments will become a significant part of 
the residential housing market, possibly comprising 10 
to 15 percent of the market.

In regards to the effects of Hurricane Harvey on the 
housing market, LJA is in the forefront of monitoring 
and addressing the changing drainage criteria related 
to the Atlas 14 report. We are committed to our clients 
and will be here to inform you of the issues and 
support you as we move forward. 

LJA’s Houston Land Development Division is deeply 
entrenched in this strong real estate market.

The future looks bright for 
Houston Land Development.  

Jim Moehlman, PE
Executive Vice President

The Future of 
Development
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LAND DEVELOPMENT
Dallas, Fort Worth, and Arlington

In direct response to client needs, LJA is expanding our 
presence in the North Texas region to support our Land 
Development, Surveying, Construction Engineering 
Inspection, Environmental, Rail, and Transportation 
initiatives. 

This month, we welcome Jim Wiegert, PE and Kyle 
Salzman, PE to the LJA team and family. Their senior 
leadership is a tremendous addition to LJA’s ability to 
provide engineering excellence and broad-based expertise 
and resources with personalized attention.

Jim Wiegert, PE has joined LJA as Senior Vice President 
of the North Texas Land Development Division. Jim brings 
over 25 years of experience in leading multi-disciplined 
engineering teams providing land development services 
for developers of residential master planned communities. 

Kyle Salzman, PE has joined LJA as Vice President of the 
North Texas Land Development Division. Kyle brings 16 
years of experience in large master planned communities, 
overseeing production of various retail, commercial, 
industrial, and roadway plans, and several North Texas 
landmarks including the Irving Convention Center and the 
Texas Stadium Redevelopment.

Jim and Kyle will lead a seasoned team of 50 engineers, 
designers, and surveyors, increasing LJA’s total North 
Texas presence and expanding offices in Fort Worth, 
Dallas, and Arlington.

GROWING IN 
NORTH TEXAS
by James Ross, PE, Senior Vice President

Pictured from left to right are the senior leadership 
team for North Texas Land Development:
Mike Baitup - Survey Manager, Jaison Stephen - Sr. Project Manager, 
Kyle Salzman - Vice President, Lauren Gilstrap - Sr. Project Manager, 
Jim Wiegert - Sr. Vice President, Doug Walker - Sr. Construction Manager, 
Kevin Kessler - Sr. Project Manager, and Erik Hansen - Engineering Manager
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LAND DEVELOPMENT
Brazoria and Fort Bend Counties

Southlake is a 315 acre master planned 
community located in the City of 
Pearland, Brazoria and Fort Bend 
counties, Texas. This development is 
within Brazoria-Fort Bend County MUD 
No. 1 (B-FBCMUD 1) and the City of 
Pearland, Tax Increment Reinvestment 
Zone No. 2 (TIRZ No. 2).  

Perry Homes is the home builder 
of Southlake and is known as one of 
the largest and most trusted builders 
in Texas for over 50 years. SCR 518, Ltd. 
is the developer of the project.
 

This unique master planned community 
includes a series of detention ponds/
amenity lakes and parks. The 
community includes a variety of lot 
sizes with premium lots located on 
the lakes. Southlake has a recreation 
center complex that includes a park, 
playgrounds, and a pool complex. 
 
LJA services included a master drainage 
plan, traffic impact analysis, master utility 
plan, traffic signal design, bridge design, 
round-about design, detention pond/
amenity lake design, and design of all 
water, sanitary sewer, drainage, and 
paving facilities.  

Additionally, LJA serves as the engineer 
for B-FBCMUD 1 and TIRZ No. 2.

LJA designed a traffic signal at Southlake 
Boulevard and Broadway Street, three 
major roundabouts along Southlake 
Boulevard, and a bridge over the Gulf 
Coast Water Authority canal.  
 
SCR 518, Ltd. completed development 
of the full 771 lots of the master planned 
community this year. LJA is currently 
working with one of the developer’s 
affiliated companies on the design of 
their next big community.

SOUTHLAKE MASTER PLANNED COMMUNITY 
by Taylor Baumgartner, PE, Senior Project Manager
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LAND DEVELOPMENT
Montgomery County

The Woodlands Hills celebrated its debut this summer! 
Situated 13 miles north of The Woodlands® in Conroe 
and Willis, Texas, The Woodlands Hills is a 2,058 acre 
master planned community utilizing many of the planning 
principles developed in The Woodlands.
 
Six model homes by local and national homebuilders – 
Century Communities, Chesmar Homes, Gehan Homes, 
K. Hovnanian® Homes, Ravenna Homes, and Westin 
Homes – are now open, featuring a diverse assortment 
of new single-family home homes, varying in size from 
approximately 1,400 SF of living space and up, priced in 
the $240,000-$500,000 range.

LJA has provided the environmental assessment, 
hydrology, general planning, and detailed planning for 13 
sections to date with engineering, project management, 
and landscape/pathways management services. This 
project was borne out of the 40 years of experience 
we have with The Woodlands, working with the same 
team and in a natural environment that is similar to The 
Woodlands. Specifically, the site has rolling hills and 
several defined streams. 

The team wanted to stay aligned to the similar concepts in 
The Woodlands, such as an array of residential offerings, 
neighborhood parks and trail systems, neighborhood 
schools all connected by trails, and a major amenity center 
with “all things to all people” as the program for the center 
(several pools, sprayground, fitness center, pavilion, play 
areas, and tennis and basketball courts). It is very family 
oriented and designed to live life in nature. 

THE WOODLANDS HILLS
by Jim Wendt, AIA, Director of Planning
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LAND DEVELOPMENT
Brazoria and Fort Bend Counties

The Lakes of Savannah is a Friendswood Development Company community located 
approximately 2.5 miles west of State Highway 288 and north of Highway 6 in Brazoria 
and Fort Bend counties and the City of Pearland ETJ. 

This 1,278 acre development includes over 3,600 residential lots, 16 amenity lakes, 
two recreation centers, splash pad, as well as access to nature and walking trails 
near amenity lakes within the community. There is a day care located along County 
Road 58, and an elementary school which is a part of the highly rated Alvin ISD. CVS 
Pharmacy, Exxon Gas Station, and Burger King will also serve the community’s needs 
with additional commercial property available for development in the future. 

The Lakes of Savannah consists of two Municipal Utility Districts (MUD), Brazoria 
County MUD No. 21 south of County Road 58 and Brazoria County MUD No. 22 north 
of County Road 58. These “sister” districts share water and wastewater facilities which 
provide capacity for the Lakes of Savannah. A key feature is the vast amenity lakes 
which provide picturesque views to the residents of the community.  

ROOMS WITH A VIEW 
by Bill Ehler, PE, Vice President
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The Willow Fork Drainage District was created in 
1985 covering approximately 5,700 acres in Fort Bend 
and Harris counties. The District encompasses the areas 
generally known as Cinco Ranch, Kelliwood, Canyon 
Gate, Falcon Ranch, and Parkway Oaks, and includes
10 Municipal Utility Districts and related HOAs. 

The District constructs, maintains, and operates 
approximately 15 miles of channels, 34 acres of parks, and 
nearly 50 miles of trails. The parks include Central Green 
in LaCenterra, Willow Fork Park near Cinco Ranch High 
School, and Exploration Park near Creech Elementary. 

LJA became the District Engineer in 2018, responsible 
for the operation of the District’s drainage facilities and 
assisting with the on-going Hurricane Harvey recovery 
efforts. 

LJA was selected based on our 
experience in flood control, 

managing special districts, and our 
“boots on the ground” approach 

during flood events.

WHEN AND WHERE YOU NEED US 24/7 
by Michael Rusk, PE, Vice President and Craig Kalkomey, PE, CFM, Senior Project Manager

Fort Bend County Levee Improvement District No. 2 was 
created in 1975 and protects more than 5,300 acres and over 
10,000 residential and commercial structures within the City 
of Sugar Land for a total appraised value exceeding $5 Billion. 
The District also protects multiple hospitals and City Hall. The 
District’s flood protection system includes 11 miles of earthen 
levee, 8 miles of channels, and two pump stations. LJA became 
the District Engineer in 2018 and is responsible for working 
with the Board and General Manager to maintain and inspect 
the infrastructure and facilities before, during, and after events 
on the Brazos River. LJA also coordinates with the United 
States Army Corp of Engineers, FEMA, and the adjacent levee 
systems that make up the SugarStone Perimeter System. 

LAND DEVELOPMENT
Hydrology & Hydraulics

06



LAND DEVELOPMENT
Missouri City, Fort Bend County

Hurricane Harvey was an unprecedented weather event 
that had significant historical impact to the entire Southeast 
Texas region, including Sienna Plantation. 

Harvey produced in excess of 
38 inches of rainfall over five days within 

the Sienna Plantation Development.
 

The Brazos River reached flood stage around mid afternoon 
on August 27, therefore the gates at the outfall structure had 
to be closed and the pumps turned on. Once the gates were 
closed, Sienna Plantation received an additional 16 inches of 
rainfall over the next two days. 

AT THE READY AND 
ON THE GROUND 
by Amanda Carriage, PE, CFM, 
Senior Project Manager

During this historic event, several LJA employees were in Sienna Plantation offering 
assistance to the operator as well as the residents. LJA ordered and had delivered 

temporary pumps to be placed along the levee to help provide relief for the system.

LJA employees were on the ground monitoring the pump 
stations at both the North and South stations, inspecting the 
levee to ensure no failures as the Brazos River continued to 
rise, and collecting data hourly on this record-breaking storm.

The District Engineer was heavily involved in the daily 
Office of Emergency Management (OEM) conference calls 
and provided vital information to the County to aid in the 
decision making process regarding voluntary and mandatory 
evacuations. 
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LAND DEVELOPMENT
Austin

At 848 feet, the 66-story residential and office 
tower planned at the northwest corner of Sixth and 
Guadalupe Streets in downtown Austin will be the 
city’s tallest building, known as 6 X Guadalupe. 

After its announcement roughly a year ago from 
developers Lincoln Property Company and Kairoi 
Residential, the building’s renderings have been 
released from designer Gensler Austin for the mixed-
use office and residential tower.

To build the 575,000 SF of office space and 349 
residential units, the developers must meet the density 
bonus program’s requirements to increase the tower’s 
permitted Floor to Area Ratio (FAR) from 8:1 to 25:1 — 
and that includes Great Streets-compliant sidewalks, 
along with meeting the two-star minimum rating of 
Austin Energy’s Green Building program.

LJA provided civil engineering and City of Austin site 
development permitting.

KISS THE SKY
by Joe Longaro, PE, Senior Vice President

FLOORS: 67
TYPICAL FLOOR: 30,150-31,115 RSF

PARKING RATIO: 2.82/1,000 (1,659 Spaces)
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LAND DEVELOPMENT
Landscape Architecture

In the spring of 2014, Katy city officials came to LJA seeking 
help on how they might revitalize the Downtown District in 
conjunction with constructing a new City Hall across the 
street from the existing City Hall municipal complex. Their 
vision was to revitalize the downtown area to attract new 
business opportunities as well as enhance the public spaces 
for existing businesses within the Historical District. 

Our planners and landscape architects provided a Vision 
Study of how the entire block of the existing City Hall 
complex might be reconstructed into a large public plaza. 
Working with the City and a committee made up of 
community leaders and downtown retailers, a plan evolved 
to reinforce the downtown area as a retail and entertainment 
destination for the City and surrounding communities. Much 
attention was given to how the improvements would relate to 
the new City Hall and large events, such as the annual Katy 

HISTORY REVITALIZED 
by Charlie Patout, PLA, Landscape Architectural Services Manager
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Rice Festival. As part of the revitalization, reconstruction of 
the district’s streets, sidewalks, and infrastructure were also 
addressed. 

Once completed the Downtown District will have a 
dramatic, exciting new look. 

As part of LJA’s involvement, our planners and landscape 
architects have redesigned streets, intersections, and 
sidewalks within the downtown district adding decorative 
paver sections, paver medallions, street furnishings, lighting 
standards, and wayfinding signage. Design incorporated 
complete reconstruction of downtown streets. The new 
public plaza will feature a visitors center, civic hall, 
community amphitheater, outdoor meeting spaces, and an 
outdoor historical tour. Hardscape, landscape, and irrigation 
are included within design responsibilities.



FLOOD CONTROL 
AND FLOOD RISK 
MANAGEMENT

LAND DEVELOPMENT
Water Resources

If it involves H2O, we have the experts to collect, control, 
convey, channel, and construct it. With over 125 personnel 
dedicated to flood control, LJA covers Texas with 
comprehensive services for both public and private clients. 

LJA is a leader in flood control and flood risk management. Our 
personnel are highly respected locally, regionally, and nationally 
for their significant impacts in keeping people safe, 
communities strong, and environments protected. 

Water is the most significant resource we have, and LJA is 
continuously leading the way to ensure its safety and 
stewardship, now and for future generations. 

Pre-Disaster Planning
Successful response and recovery from 
natural and other disasters begins with good 
preparation and planning. LJA provides 
communities and agencies with the 
knowledge and experience identify needs 
and prepare in advance. From developing 
emergency response and Hazard Mitigation 
Plans to performing table top exercise, LJA 
works along side their clients and 
communities to prepare for the next event. 

Disaster Assistance (24/7 On-Call 
Service)
LJA engineers and trained responders work 
hand in hand with municipalities and their 
operators and/or staff to assist during 
disasters. Our proven “boots on the ground” 
response can help our Clients successfully 
manage the response to the disaster. Our 
services include forecasting and mapping 
assistance, facility inspections, emergency 
repair coordination, and real-time 
documentation and communication during a 
disaster. 

Disaster Recovery
Successful recovery is a key step in 
preparing for the next natural or other 
disasters. LJA works with our clients and 
communities to document the specifics of 
each event and noting the successes and 
lessons learned. This information is critical in 
order to improve emergency response plans 
and determine potential projects to reduce 
the risks and impacts from future events.

Flood Control and Drainage
Movement, conveyance, and quality of water 
is adeptly addressed by our flood control and 
drainage team offering initial feasibility 
studies and master planning, along with 
detailed design and construction 
administration services for regional detention 
ponds, subdivision drainage, channel 
improvements, and hydraulic structures.

Hydrology & Hydraulics
Long-term drainage must consider social, 
economic, environmental, and aesthetic 
concerns while managing stormwater runoff 
to reduce the risks of flooding. Our hydrology 
and hydraulics team works internally with 
LJA project managers to provide drainage 
analyses and design for our land 
development clients.

Special Financing Districts
We focus on consultation and strategic 
implementation for Municipal Utility Districts, 
Levee Improvements Districts, Drainage 
Districts, Flood Control Districts, Municipal 
Management Districts, and Tax Increment 
Reinvestment Zones. Working as an integral 
partner with these districts, we can facilitate 
maximum financial and operational benefits.

Project Planning and Financing
Proper planning is a critical component to 
reducing the risk of future flooding. LJA staff 
is experienced in evaluating and developing 
long range plans for today and future 
generations. Our experience includes 
working with communities on evaluating 
various funding sources such has local bond 
programs as well as state and federal grant 
programs.

Drone LiDAR
LJA Surveying utilizes high-end, drone 
LiDAR to provide the laser assessment for 
our clients. Deploying one of the few drones 
in the country capable of this type of survey, 
this provides a first look of its kind at the 
drainage systems to evaluate current 
conditions and consider improvements for 
future preventive measures. 

Our cutting-edge systems 
are setting a new industry 

standard for accuracy 
and efficiency. 

Environmental Site Assessments
Vast knowledge of our local regions and a 
wealth of in-house resources allow us to 
respond quickly to each client’s needs. Site 
assessments are conducted by 
environmental scientists in accordance with 
the most current ASTM International 
standards to ensure that our clients get the 
most accurate evaluation of their property.

GIS
LJA has mastered the best way to gather, 
manage, and utilize powerful points of data 
for our clients. We provide daily mapping, 
project support, aerial and data delivery, and 
project organization of assets and 
documents. LJA’s proprietary and exclusive 
tools, LUKE®, MS4web 2.0™, and Discovery™, 
are at the ready to assist our clients.
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SERVICES

• Drainage Master Planning and Design

• Conveyance Channels
• Pump Stations
• Detention/Retention Facilities
• Flood Plain Delineations and Hazard Area Mapping

• Flood Control Studies

• Dam and Levee Breach Analysis

• Levee FEMA Certification Evaluations

• US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Rehabilitation and 
Inspection Program (RIP) Applications and Inspections

• Bridge & Hydraulic Structure Capacity and Scour 
Analyses

• Permitting and Compliance

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
• National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

• Emergency Response Plans

• Hazard Mitigation Plans and Monitoring

• Environmental GIS/CADD Mapping

• Coastal Infrastructure 

• Disaster Recovery and Restoration

• Grant Funding Application and Program Management 

• Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP)
• Flood Mitigation Assistance Program (FMA)
• Pre-Disaster Mitigation Grant Program (PDM)
• Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery 

Program (CDBG)
• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
• Texas Water Development Board (TWDB)

• Feasibility Studies and Design Reports

• Construction Management



After Hurricane Harvey, the City of Houston has adopted changes to Chapter 19 Flood Plain 
Ordinance to become effective September 1, 2018. This ordinance increases the regulatory area 
from the 100- to the 500-year floodplain, or the “Houston Special Flood Hazard Area.” Finished 
floors elevations for new residential structures will increase from the 100-year + 1-foot to the 
500-year + 2-feet. 

Fill mitigations requirements will increase from the 100- to 500-year water surface elevation. 
Structural fill can be used except in floodways and coastal zones. These requirements have 
been summarized by the City of Houston in the table below.

HCPID “Cheat Sheet” 
http://www.eng.hctx.net/Portals/23/Publications/FPRegs_Cheat_Sheet.pdf

There are many other conditions (critical buildings, schools, floodway, coastal 
zones, overland flow zones, and flood proofing) for consideration that only apply 
to City of Houston. Please refer to the regulations or consult with LJA for the 
many conditions outside the scope of this summary.

Harris County has already passed updated floodplain regulations that 
became effective on January 1, 2018. These regulations are enforced within 
the unincorporated areas of Harris County. These regulatory changes are 
summarized on the HCPID “Cheat Sheet” below.

Current vs. Future Approved 
http://www.houstontx.gov/council/committees/tti/20180212/floodplain-revisions.pdf

Additions may be required to elevate fully if it causes a Substantial Improvement.

HOUSTON AREA FLOODPLAIN REGULATION UPDATE
by John Grounds, III, PhD, PE, CFM, D.WRE, Vice President, Director of Water Resources

For assistance in 
the interpretation, 

implementation, and 
permitting of your 
projects within the 
500-year floodplain, 

contact your floodplain 
experts at LJA.

Although these changes may appear to be similar, 
Harris County does not require floodplain fill mitigation 
above the 100-year water surface elevation where the 
City of Houston may require fill mitigation up to the 
500-year elevation. The types of allowable foundations, 
elevations in floodways, conveyance analysis criteria, 
and other scenarios differ between these two entities 
and are different from all other cities in Harris County 
and the surrounding counties.

LAND DEVELOPMENT
Water Resources
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Our latest White Paper
https://www.lja.com/wp-content/uploads/Harvey-

Update-2018-White-Paper-Final.pdf



ENVIRONMENTAL & COASTAL

CLEAN WATER ACT: THE IMPORTANCE OF FEBRUARY 2020
by Susan Alford, REM, President, LJA Environmental Services

Jurisdictional Waters of the United States (WOTUS), which 
includes wetlands, are regulated by the Clean Water Act 
(CWA) under the authority of the United States Army Corps 
of Engineers (USACE) and the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). On June 29, 2015, the USEPA and 
the USACE (agencies) published a final rule defining the 
scope of waters protected under the CWA known as the Clean 
Water Rule: Definition of “Waters of the United States” (Final 
Rule) in the Congressional Federal Register (CFR § 37053 
(2015)). This Final Rule drastically expanded the limits of 
jurisdictional waters. 

The 2015 Final Rule has seen an ON, then OFF, then ON-again 
history of the last few years. The 2015 Rule became effective 
on August 28, 2015. Immediately the U.S. District Court for 
the District of North Dakota enjoined the applicability of the 
2015 Rule in the 13 states challenging the 2015 Rule in that 
court. In response to petitions filed by eighteen (18) separate 
states, including Texas, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth 
Circuit issued a nationwide Order of Stay for the 2015 Rule on 
October 9, 2015 pending completion of judicial review (Sixth 
Circuit I.O.P. 32.1(b)). Petitioners contended that the Final Rule 
expands the regulatory jurisdiction originally defined in the 

CWA by the Supreme Court without satisfying the 
requirements of the Administrative Procedures Act (APA). 
Beginning in July 2017, the EPA and the USACE initiated the 
formal notice to begin the two-step APA process intended 
to review and revise the Final WOTUS Rule (Congressional 
Federal Register (CFR § 37053 (2015)) as directed in 
Presidential Executive Order 13778. On January 22, 2018, the 
Supreme Court held that a U.S. Court of Appeal does not have 
original jurisdiction to review challenges to the 2015 Rule. The 
Federal Register (83 FR 5200) published on February 6, 2018 
provides the effective date of a Final WOTUS Rule. 

The notice follows the January 22, 2018 Supreme Court 
decision lifting the STAY on the rule in Texas. A Final WOTUS 
Rule, to be determined by formal rule-making process, will 
become effective on February 6, 2020 according to 83 FR 5200 
“Definition of Waters of the United States” - Addition of an 
Applicability Date to 2015 Clean Water Rule. With this process, 
the agencies intend to maintain the status quo by adding 
an applicability date to the 2015 Rule and thus providing 
continuity and regulatory certainty for regulated entities, the 
states and tribes, and the public while the agencies continue to 
consider possible revisions to the 2015 Rule.

WHAT DOES THIS 
MEAN TO YOU?
The manner wetlands and waters (including mapped and 
unmapped tributaries) are to be evaluated is STATUS QUO 
until the effective date of February 6, 2020. This gives you 
2 short years to work under the current defined rules to get 
projects assessed, fully documented using the Corps of 
Engineers manual that they contain non-jurisdictional areas, 
potentially verified by the agency (if appropriate for the 
project), and graded/cleared to avoid potential negative and 
expensive changes.

The new Final Rule will be 
published for public comment 

sometime in 2019.

The EPA and Corps sent the draft rule to the Office 
of Management and Budget (OMB) on June 15, 2018. 
The OMB’s Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs (OIRA) has 90 days to review the proposed 
rule with other government agencies, but the 
rulemaking agency or agencies can extend that 
review indefinitely. The EPA and Corps have not 
released the document sent to the OMB. 

The proposed WOTUS rule is anticipated to be 
published in the Federal Register by August and a 
Final Rule by November 2019.
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LOOKING AHEAD
Each year LJA offers our clients invaluable industry 
insight and understanding of economic issues, business 
solutions, and property trends in Texas at our semi-
annual Economic Forecasts. We invite our private and 
public clients, partners, and developers, located in the 
Gulf Coast region of Texas to attend each spring and 
fall. Reaching capacity crowds, the event showcases top 
analysts, current data and research, and future-casting on 
a range of topics that appeal to all sectors of industry from 
land development, banking, and energy to real estate.

This fall we welcomed Dr. Mark G. Dotzour, a highly 
regarded economist who previously served for nearly two 
decades as chief economist of the Real Estate Center 
at Texas A&M University, to speak to over 250 elected 
officials, major land developers and builders, financial 
advisors, and local legal counsel whose practices are 
affected by the state of the economy. 

Dr. Dotzour gave an informative perspective on job 
growth, interest rates and inflation, residential and 
commercial real estate markets, and the energy 
industry in our region. His presentation also included 
an international focus on Europe, China, Japan, and the 
Middle East and their impact on business conditions in 
the U.S. while touching lightly on how the president and 
regional politicians are likely to impact business decisions.

This event provides a “tool kit” of 
knowledge to help our clients make 
good investment and business 
decisions based upon the current 
and projected economic climate and 
is a great networking opportunity 
for those alike.

LAND DEVELOPMENT
Leading and Learning
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Promotions and New Hires

BRADY BAGGS
Vice President

CHRIS LEBLANC, PE
Vice President

DAVID RIVERA, PE
Vice President

EDMUND RUCKER, PE
Vice President

MATT STOOPS, RLA
Manager of Planning Services

ALAN MCKEE, PE
Senior Vice President

NOE ESCOBAR, PE
Vice President

JAMES ROSS, PE
Senior Vice President

VINCE SALAZAR, PE
Vice President

JAMES BROWN, PE
Senior Vice President

These leaders have demonstrated true dedication 
to delivering unique hands-on solutions for today’s 
needs and the future’s ever-changing challenges.

PROMOTION PROMOTION PROMOTION

PROMOTION PROMOTION

PROMOTION

PROMOTION PROMOTION PROMOTION NEW HIRE

Congratulations!!Congratulations!!
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